Reoperation for mid-term failure of a freestyle bioprosthesis using a full root technique --a surgical case--.
The aortic root of a 30-year-old man was replaced with a Freestyle stentless aortic bioprosthesis for aortic regurgitation associated with annuloaortic ectasia. His clinical course was uneventful, and he was discharged without complications. Three years and six months after surgery, he presented with a high fever. Four years after surgery, transthoracic echocardiography revealed severe aortic regurgitation. We performed exploratory surgery and discovered a torn left coronary cusp of the Freestyle bioprosthesis. Organized vegetation was adherent to the left coronary cusp leaflet. The non-coronary cusp and the right coronary cusp were normal. The diagnosis was aortic regurgitation due to valve failure related to infective endocarditis. Consequently, we reconstructed the aortic root with a composite graft (26-mm Valsalva graft and a 21-mm ON-X mechanical valve).